
Sapporo Transport Guide
Getting Around Sapporo

Navigate Hokkaido's winter wonderland with transport built for snow. From heated
underground passages to snow-equipped buses, Sapporo keeps you moving in any
weather.

Main Transport Options:

Sapporo Subway

Three efficient subway lines designed to handle Hokkaido's harsh winters.

• Namboku Line: North-south route through city center

• Tozai Line: East-west connection to major areas

• Toho Line: Connects to Shin-Sapporo and suburbs

• Heated underground walkways connect to surface

Pro Tip: Subway stations have extensive underground shopping - perfect for winter!

JR Hokkaido

Regional trains connecting Sapporo to other Hokkaido destinations.

• Chitose Line: Direct access to New Chitose Airport

• Hakodate Line: Connects to Otaru and western Hokkaido

• Trains equipped with powerful heating systems

• Beautiful winter scenery on longer routes

Pro Tip: Get the Hokkaido Rail Pass for exploring beyond Sapporo!

City Buses

Comprehensive bus network with special winter equipment and heated stops.

• Jotetsu Bus: Main city bus operator

• Loop buses connect major tourist areas

• Special snow tires and chains in winter

• Heated bus stops at major locations

Pro Tip: Buses may run late in heavy snow - plan extra time in winter!

Susukino Streetcar



Historic streetcar line connecting downtown to entertainment district.

• Single line from Nishi-4-chome to Susukino

• Vintage charm with modern snow-clearing equipment

• Perfect for nightlife and dining areas

• Connects to major subway stations

Pro Tip: Great for bar hopping in Susukino - runs later than some buses!

Passes & Tickets:

SAPICA IC Card

Local IC card for all Sapporo public transport with shopping discounts

Best for: Local transport and shopping

• Works on subway, bus, streetcar

• Shopping discounts at participating stores

• Rechargeable at all stations

Sapporo 1-Day Pass

Unlimited rides on subway, buses, and streetcar for one day

Best for: Intensive sightseeing days

• All transport modes included

• ¥1,000 for adults

• Tourist attraction discounts

Weekend Eco Pass

Discounted weekend pass for subway only

Best for: Weekend subway travel

• Subway lines only

• ¥520 on weekends/holidays

• Environmentally friendly option

Navigation Apps & Tools:

Sapporo Subway App: Official app with real-time info and route planning

Jorudan: Comprehensive Japan transport with Hokkaido coverage



Snow Monkey: Weather-aware transport app for snowy conditions

SAPICA App: Check your card balance and find participating stores

Most Instagrammable Transport Spots:

Subway to Odori Park

Famous Snow Festival site and year-round central park beauty

JR to Otaru

Historic canal town with romantic snow-covered scenes

Streetcar to Susukino

Neon lights reflecting on snow in entertainment district

Subway to Maruyama Park

Cherry blossoms in spring, autumn colors, winter snow landscapes

JR to Jozankei Onsen

Hot springs surrounded by snowy mountains and autumn foliage

Insider Tips:

Underground walkways connect most downtown areas - stay warm!

Subway is most reliable in heavy snow when buses may be delayed

SAPICA cards give shopping discounts - use them beyond transport

Last trains run earlier than Tokyo - check schedules carefully

Keep IC cards in easily accessible pockets - no fumbling in cold weather


